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TAGS: CGEN, SHUM, NU 

SUBJECT: AMERICAN PRIEST RETURNS - BERTRAND 

1 . US CATHOLIC CONFERENCE AND WASHINGTON OFFICE ON LATIN 
AMERICA ARE URGENTLY PRESSING DEPARTMENT FOR INFORMATION 
ON FOLLOWING REPORT THEY HAVE RECEIVED: CAPUCHIN PRIEST 
FATHER EVARIST BERTRAND WAS PICKED UP BY NICARAGUA NATIONAL 
GUARD ON DECEMBER 14. FOUR US PRIESTS WHO WERE WITH HIM 
TRIED TO FOLLOW THE NATIONAL GUARD JEEP BUT WERE TOLD TO 
STOP. BORDER CROSSING RECORDS INDICATE BERTRAND WAS DE- 
PORTED TO HONDURAS ON DECEMBER 14 AT 11 AM AT LOS MANOS, 

BUT APPARENTLY HE IS NOT REPEAT NOT IN HONDURAS, AND IT IS 
FEARED NATIONAL GUARD STILL HAS HIM OR THAT HE IS DEAD. 

BISHOP CARRANZA OF NICARAGUA VERY WORRIED. 

2. FATHER BERTRAND IS AMERICAN CITIZEN. YOU SHOULD 
URGENTLY CONTACT APPROPRIATE GON AND GOH AUTHORITIES TO 
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INQUIRE RE FATHER BERTRAND S WELFARE AND WHEREABOUTS. 
PLEASE CABLE ALL AVAILABLE INFORMATION. 
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